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Figure 10.1 	  Turnout as Percentage of Voting-Age Population in Primaries, 1970–2014
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Source: Texas Secretary of State, “Turnout and Voter Registration Figures (1970–Current),” www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/historical/70-92.shtml (accessed 
July 3, 2014). 

choice in November. Candidates from minor parties have never done well in Texas and 
currently do not seem likely to threaten major party candidates. 

As Table 10.1 indicates, in 2014 voters had a choice in less than two-thirds of 
U.S. House races in Texas. That year about 19 percent of House races included no 
Democratic candidate and almost 17 percent had no Republican candidate. Thus, in a 
state dominated by the Republican Party, the Republicans gave up on one in five races.

Elections to the state legislature are even less competitive. In Texas Senate elec-
tions, very rarely are more than half of the seats competitive in the sense of having both 
major parties with candidates on the ballot. From 1992 until 2014, the general trend 
was declining competition between the two parties. In a good year, half of the races 
were competitive.

Texas House of Representatives elections tend to be one-party races. In 2014, 
Democrats were unable to field a candidate in 40 percent of the Texas House races, and 
Republicans were unable to field a candidate in 30 percent. That left only 30 percent 
(forty-five races) with candidates from both the major parties on the ballot, meaning 
that less than one in three Texas House races included candidates from both major 
parties. 


